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OVERVIEW 

This report is designed to highlight the on-going and life-changing service efforts that 

JMU alumni regularly offer their local communities. JMU alumni are engaged with 

their alma mater and with their neighbors, weaving a rich story of giving back and  

being the change. It is often easy to overlook the magnitude of alumni community  

engagement because their efforts occur in communities far flung from Harrisonburg. 

Until now there has not been a single source of information about, much less a  

comprehensive listing of, these projects. This report will be shared with university 

partners and our alumni volunteers, and is available on the Office of Alumni Relations 

website to celebrate the efforts of JMU alumni to improve their communities, our  

nation, and the world. The report is also intended to serve as a source of information 

and inspiration for alumni who are contemplating starting community service projects 

or who are looking for existing programs in which to get involved.  

We think you will agree that the quality and breadth of JMU alumni-related projects is 

truly extraordinary.  
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TODAY 

Trends in Alumni Community Service 

One-Day Projects Dukes come together in multi-age groups and participate in  

projects to support local community organizations. Chapters exhibit various levels of 

involvement, including hands-on volunteering, hosting supply drives, making financial 

contributions, and envisioning/planning events to support local non-profits and  

charitable causes. Chapters have been huge supporters of The Big Event, and the 

Office of Alumni Relations is looking forward to initiating a branded alumni service 

program during the 2019-2020 school year. 

 

Alternative Breaks JMU alumni chapters provide warm meals to students  

traveling to their communities for service trips over Spring Break. These meals are 

part of the Dinner with 12 Dukes program. In 2018, dinners were hosted in Charlotte, 

Denver, Chicago, and Nashville.  

 

On-Going Support In a number of cases, chapters have developed long-standing and 

rich relationships with community organizations, regularly providing support to help 

those organizations achieve their missions.  



2018 Community Service Projects 

Alumni Chapters and Regional Ambassadors 

AFFINITY CHAPTERS 

Hart School Alumni Network 

 Arlington Food Assistance Center, February 2018: Sorted food at the distribution  

warehouse 

CALIFORNIA 

Los Angeles 

 Stepping Forward LA, April 2018: Taught a cooking class to adolescents who are aging 

out of the foster care system 

COLORADO 

Denver 

 Cherry Creek State Park, April 2018: Provided park maintenance as directed by Park 

Rangers 

 Food Bank of the Rockies, December 2018: Raised more than $350 to benefit local food 

bank 

FLORIDA 

Tampa Bay 

 Clearwater Beach Clean-Up, April 2018: Cleaned up a section of beach 

 St. Petersburg YMCA Neighbor to Neighbor, December 2018: Served as “Toy Box Elves” at 

community holiday party for underserved children and families 

GEORGIA 

Atlanta 

 Grace Community Food Pantry, April 2018: Sorted food and stocked shelves 
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2018 Community Service Projects 

Alumni Chapters and Regional Ambassadors 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago 

 Ronald McDonald House, April 2018: Performed upkeep tasks at the Ronald McDonald 

House residence 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Boston 

 St. Francis House, April 2018: Served breakfast to residents who are affected by poverty 

and homelessness 

 Community Servings, December 2018: Prepared and packaged meals to deliver to the 

organization’s clients in Massachusetts and Rhode Island 

MINNESOTA 

Twin Cities 

 Habitat for Humanity, March 2018: Assisted with house build 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Charlotte 

 Second Harvest, April 2018: Sorted food and stocked shelves at food pantry 

Triangle 

 Goodwill Community Foundation—Durham, April 2018: Performed simple farming tasks 

for a farm that grows produce for local food banks and other non-profits 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Philadelphia 

 PCHD Hope 5K/1 Mile Walk, April 2018: Participated in race that raises funds to fight 

Huntington’s disease 

 Linwood Park, November 2018: Assisted with maintenance tasks in community park 
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2018 Community Service Projects 

Alumni Chapters and Regional Ambassadors 

PENNSYLVANIA (cont.) 

Pittsburgh 

 Jubilee Soup Kitchen, November 2018: Served food in the soup kitchen 

TEXAS 

Austin 

 Duncan Park, April 2018: Cleaned up section of Shoal Creek as part of Keep Austin  

Beautiful Day 

Dallas—Ft. Worth 

 Greyhound Adoption League of Texas, April 2018: Provided administrative support and 

worked with rescue dogs, including bathing and social interaction 

VIRGINIA 

Charlottesville 

 Habitat for Humanity, June 2018: Assisted with house build 

 Adopt-A-Stream, October 2018: Cleaned up an assigned section of a stream in a local 

park 

 Salvation Army, December 2018: Volunteered for bell-ringing shifts  

Harrisonburg  

 Blue Ridge Area Food Bank, January 2018: Hosted a food donation drive at Winter Party 

 Black’s Run Clean-Up, April 2018: Cleaned up an assigned section of Black’s Run 

 Salvation Army Shelter, November 2018: Prepared and served dinner to individuals 

housed at the shelter 

Lynchburg 

 Miriam’s House, August 2018: Prepared and served meals to residents of shelter working 

to end homelessness 
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2018 Community Service Projects 

Alumni Chapters and Regional Ambassadors 

MetroDukes 

 Community Residences—Arlington, April & November 2018: Performed upkeep and 

maintenance services for organization that offers individuals with disabilities supportive 

housing 

 Community Farm Service—Purcellville, September 2018: Performed simple farming tasks 

for a farm that grows produce for local food banks and other non-profits 

Norfolk 

 Community Beach Park Clean-Up, April 2018: Cleaned up a section of beach in a  

community park 

Richmond 

 Ukrop Monument Avenue 10K, April 2018: Provided support to runners participating in 

community race 

 Hunter Holmes McGuire VA Medical Center, Quarterly: Ongoing support to veterans,  

including hosting regular pizza parties and making goody bags 

Roanoke 

 Rescue Mission of Roanoke, December 2018: Hosted coat drive at chapter’s holiday  

party 

Williamsburg 

 Humane Society, April 2018: Hosted donation drive for pet items at local pet store 
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Support for YOUR Project 
Alumni chapter leaders and Regional Ambassadors are invited to champion alumni community en-

gagement efforts. Questions can be addressed to Alysia Davis at 540-568-2786 or  

davis4am@jmu.edu. The Office of Alumni Relations and the JMU Alumni Association promote 

and celebrate active projects, and are happy to provide support, best practices and lessons learned.  

 

Name a  Community 

Engagement Chair 

Make strategic  

alliances with  

community groups 

Work closely with 

the Office of Alumni 

Relations 

Plan diverse and 

family-friendly 

events 

Reach out for broad 

participation and 

creative input 

Use multiple forms 

of communication 

to give updates 

Best Practices for Planning Service Events 


