
Lois Cardarella Forbes
Worked for the American Political Science Association, Washington,DC immediately after 
graduation, the best job ever.  Worked at Mark Winkler Associates, Alexandria, Va. for a couple of 
years. Then went to work with my husband and did that until I retired about 15 years ago.

Your career history:

forbeslj@aol.com
Email:

256 Blue Stone Hills Drive, 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 22801

Address:

540-820-7575
Phone:

Married
Marital status:

Bruce Forbes, 48 years, Brevard 
College

Spouse/Partner’s name:

B.S. in history and political science
Degree:

Samantha Leigh Forbes, 11
Sabrina Marie Forbes, 6

Grandchildren:

Jeffrey K. Forbes, Men’s Golf Coach at 
James Madison University, graduated 
from JMU with B.S. and M.B.A

Children:

Bruce worked in banking and then opened his own temporary and permanent employment 
agencies and eventually opened his own real estate development firm where he still works today.

Your spouse/partner’s career history:

My life since leaving Madison has been exciting and exasperating but mostly fun! Immediately 
after graduation, I moved into a singles apartment building in northern Virginia with four 
other Madison grads.  We had an interesting and fun life there.  I met my husband, Bruce, there. 
During the last 15 or so years, we have traveled a good deal.  We are especially fond of Italy. We 
have lived in Virginia the whole time during our 47 years of marriage, going from Annandale to 
Bryce Resort and finally to Harrisonburg about 15 years ago.  We have loved living here.  Our son. 
Jeff, went to JMU and met his wife, Stephanie, there.  They live in Penn Laird, Va. with our two 
granddaughters, Samantha and Sabrina, so we get to see them a lot. Jeff is the JMU Men’s Golf 
Coach and Stephanie stays home with the girls and does a lot of volunteering at their school 
and working with the Girl Scouts.  Since we moved to Harrisonburg, we have become very 
involved in JMU.  Bruce and I both served on the Duke Club Board for a time.  I was a member 
of the JMU Foundation Board for 11 years until I was appointed to the Board of Visitors of JMU.  
I am currently serving the last year of my second four-year term on that board.  We donated 
some money during the last capital campaign and ended up with our name on the Center for 
the Performing Arts - a very special honor for our family.  We have donated two statues of James 
Madison to the University and “Little Jimmy” has been a particular hit! We have enjoyed being a 
part of the JMU community and will continue to attend sporting events and performances at the 
Forbes Center as long as we can.

What would you like to share with your Classmates since leaving Madison?

I guess one of my fondest memories is finding ways to break the rules - now isn’t that a horrible 
thing to admit.  Our rules back then were so weird that you had to find ways to get around them 
in order to have any fun at all.
The one rule I still have trouble with is walking on the grass.  I know nobody is going to give me 
demerits for doing it but it is something that I just can’t seem to do with a good conscience.
Sunbathing on the roof of the sorority house.  Taking a shower at the sorority house and how 
awful it was when someone flushed the toilet and you would be scalded if they didn’t warn you 
first.
Long nights cramming for exams, playing cards, getting care packages from home - my aunt sent 
me the very best carrot cakes.  They were marvelous!

Favorite Madison College memories:

Carole Gorry - she was an amazing person - she died much too young.  Barbara White - my 
favorite roommate and Kay Carns Micalizio - my friend to this day.

Favorite personalities of Madison College:
Sunday morning breakfast
Favorite Madison meal:

John Wood
Favorite Madison Faculty:

Ashby, Spotswood and Whalen - I 
think

Dorm at Madison:

Then ...

Now ...


